Compoundswhich interfere in the analytic determination of uric acid are referred to as "non-urate chromogens."Ascorbic acid, when added to serum, causes a significant increase in apparent uric acid levels as determined by a carbonate-phosphotungstate method. The ratio of apparent urate to ascorbicacid is 1:3, a value in close agreement with that obtained for the ratio of labile non-urate chromogensto ascorbic acid in fresh plasma. Ascorbic acid, as well as most of the non-urate chromogens,can be eliminated by mild alkaline treatment prior to adding phosphotungsticacid. These results indicate that the major non-urate chromogenin the average serum is ascorbic acid. The nature of other non-urate chromogensin body fluids is reviewed.
C OLORIMETRIC METHODS for the determination of uric acid usually depend U0H the reduction of phosphotungstate by urate at pH 9-10 to produce a blue color. One criticism of these methods is the reported lack of specificity.
Beducing substances other than uric acid which may produce color are commollly referred to as "non-urate chromogens" (1) . Typical examples are listed in Table 1 (2) (3) (4) .
The compounds shown in Column A of Table 1 
Results and Discussion
In preliminary studies, ALNUC was determined on 27 samples of fresh plasma obtained, for the most part, about 2 hr postprandially on healthy laboratory personnel ( Table 2 ). The mean value and the range of values coincide fairly well with the reported normal range for ascorbic acid. In a second study, serum from hospitalized patients was In this series, chromogens resistant to both alkali and unease also were determined and were found to have a mean value of 0.17 mg/100 ml (range 0.08-0.29), in agreement with earlier observations
None of these specimens was from patients with uremia. Not shown in Fig 1 are results from 1 patient with uremia (urea N 150 mg/100 ml) who was receiving ascorbic acid intravenously at the time blood was obtained.
The plasma ascorbic acid in this case was 9.2 mg/100 ml and the ALNUC was 11.7 mg/100 ml. 
